Evangelism (Be a Big Mouth)
Lesson 4: Make Room for Jesus
Lessons in this series: 1 2 3 4 5 
 
LESSON OBJECTIVES
Goals
1. To develop in students a new passion for evangelism
2. To help students see what making room for Jesus really means 
3. To motivate students to make room for Jesus in their own lives while helping others to do the same
Topics
Availability, Evangelism, Preparedness, Priorities, Purity, Repentance, Spiritual Growth, Witnessing
Scripture Memorization
Matthew 3:11

OPENING PRAYER (5 to 10 minutes)

GROUP BUILDING (10 minutes)
Housecleaning (Activity)
Housecleaning
For there to be room for Jesus, we may need to do some housecleaning. Jesus wants to be the most important one to us, the Lord of our lives.
 
	Topics:
Habits, Preparedness, Priorities, Purity, Repentance, Sin, 
Spiritual Growth, Icebreaker
Materials:
Copies of handout: (At the bottom of this document)
Duration:
Approximately 10 minutes
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What you do during class:
Break up into small groups of about four or five. Give each student a copy of the "Housecleaning" handout. Students will choose from one of the examples below to describe what their "house" is like now and where they would like to be a year from now. After making their selections, each member of the group will share with the others why they picked what they did, then answer a few general discussion questions.
For there to be room for Jesus in our lives, we may need to do some housecleaning. Jesus wants to be the most important one to us, the Lord of our lives. From the examples below, which one best describes your “house” as it is right now, and where would you like to be a year from now?
Dump
Full of tons of discarded waste, unsightly and smelly, of use to nobody and just waiting to be hauled away.
 
Junkyard 
Used and damaged goods, all over the place, but for the right price may be of some use to somebody, somewhere, someday.
Bedroom
Everything is there, but where? Someday, when absolutely necessary everything will be clean and in its place with room to move.
Department Store
Many nice looking things and plenty of specials, but overstocked and usually overcrowded. A good sale will help a lot.
Museum
Everything inside is neat and in order. There is no clutter and plenty of room, but a little cold and pretentious for some visitors.
Grocery Store:
Clean and bright with the fresh smell of tasty delights, filled with people of all kinds with a common purpose.
Kitchen
Warm, comfortable, clean and filled with joy, small enough for intimacy but with just enough room for whoever desires to enter.
 
Additional Discussion Questions:
How would others who know you very well describe you?
If you are not yet where you want to be, how do you plan to get there.

GETTING STARTED (10 minutes) 
• Does your family act differently when you have guests at your house than they do when it’s just you? How so?
• If the President of the United States or a famous actor or actress were going to come and have dinner at your house, how would your family act differently? How would you act differently?
• What is it about anticipation that causes us to focus on preparation? 
• Why do we make extra effort when we are more excited?
Today, we’re going to look at another aspect of Evangelism: Making room for Jesus. How can we make room for Him in our lives? How can we help others to do it in theirs? And what exactly are we making room for?

DIGGING IN (30 minutes)
	Teaching Notes on Matthew 3:1-12

This passage does not deal with a evangelism per se, but instead the meeting of John and Jesus. This was certainly not their first meeting. Yes, they were related, but this is a public meeting. The essence of it is very evangelistic and pertinent to what we are dealing with in this "Be a Big Mouth" series. We need to make room for Jesus.

Regarding John the Baptist; We think of him as kind of odd. He dresses funny, talks funny, eats funny, etc. The truth is, his way of life was probably not so different from many of his contemporaries. Many prophets dressed like he did, and locusts were not all that uncommon of a meal for the rural poor. A good example of John in today's society is a modern-day "mountain man", socially different, but not unheard of.


   
The point for this week is simple: We need to make room for Jesus. That’s the reason for John the Baptist’s ministry—to introduce Jesus. Similar to those getting their home ready for a special guest, John was cleaning house in his culture so that people would be ready for Jesus to come. Our passage for today is Matthew 3: 1-12, and covers three major points.
• We must make room first
• We must tell others to make room
• When you make room for Jesus, He'll make room for you
So let's dig in and discover some new truths.

TRUTH 1 - We Must Make Room First
Before we can tell anyone else to make room for Christ, we have to do it. To be a Big Mouth is great, but if we don’t have our lives focused on Jesus, we’ll come off sounding hypocritical. When we look at the life of John, we see a man who made room for Jesus.

Read Matthew 3:1-6 
Discussion Questions:
1. How does Matthew describe John? 
	 John the Baptist…
• lived in a deserted area of the region
• wore a camel's hair coat cinched with a leather strap around his waist
• ate locusts and honey
• was immensely popular
• was very outspoken and confrontational



2. If you lived in Judea and heard John speak, what would you think of him?
3. Can you think of some modern-day equivalents to John?
4. What is John’s message in verse 2, and what does that message mean?
5. Based on his appearance and what he preaches, why do you think people came to him?
6. Why do you think they listened to what he had to say?

John was a wild man, no doubt. But people flocked to hear him speak. One of the main reasons this was true is because he demonstrated a belief in what he was saying. He was calling people to abandon everything and make room for Jesus. It was obvious he had done the same.
7. What does it mean to you to make room for Jesus in your own life?
8. What house cleaning needs to be done in your heart to make more room for Jesus?
9. How can you get people to listen to you when you say, “Make room for Jesus”?
The key is making room for Jesus in our own lives. If we want to be a big mouth, and John was the ultimate big mouth, we need to be sure that we are making room for Jesus first. We might seem a little off the norm, but people will see an authentic faith, and they’ll listen.

TRUTH 2 - We Must Tell Others to Make Room
Read Matthew 3:7-10

Here John has a confrontation with the Pharisees and Sadducees. They came to investigate the claims of John, and John meets them with anger. The focus of what we need to see here is not his attitude, but the principles John sets forth.
Discussion Questions:
1. What is John's attitude? Is it fair or unfair? (Allow for answers.)
2. Regardless of his tone, what is John saying to the Pharisees and Sadducees? (They need to make room for Jesus.)
3. What does John tell them to do? (To be humble and not consider themselves righteous.)
What John tells them can be kind of confusing, but there are two things people need to hear in order to make room for Jesus.
 
A. Repentance is Necessary
1. What does it mean to repent?

To the Greek mind, the idea of repentance was more than just asking for forgiveness, or even changing your thoughts. It meant a change of will, one that affected your behavior as well. There isn’t room in anyone’s life for both selfishness and Christ-likeness. You can’t serve both purposes. To make room for Jesus, one must repent.

2. Practically speaking, how can sin keep people from Jesus?
People need to know that to make room for Jesus means cleaning out bad behaviors and attitudes—just like the Pharisees. But sometimes people think they don't need Jesus because they are already "good people." That leads us to the next point.

B. What You Currently Have is Not Good Enough
At the end of verse 8, John tells the Pharisees and Sadducees not to try even thinking that they didn’t need to make room for the Christ.
1. What did the Jews celebrate as validation of their religious commitment? (Obedience to the law.)
2. What do some people you know fill there lives with, to the point that they don’t think they need Christ?
3. What good things can detract from our own relationship with Jesus?
4. How can we help others see that the good they do is not as good as what Jesus can do?
5. What's the difference, if there is one, between a "good" person and a Christian?
No matter if we are talking about charity work, acts of kindness, or those who are nice and loving, without Jesus, none of it matters. Chances are you know a lot of “good” people, but they may not have room for Jesus.
 
TRUTH 3 - If You Make Room for Jesus, He Will Make Room for You.
The Pharisees and Sadducees had probably heard enough, but John the Big Mouth had one more thing to say. If you make room for Christ and change your ways, He will give you His Spirit and you can be renewed. If you don’t, in His judgment you will be condemned, and baptized with fire. 
Read Matthew 3:11-12
Discussion Questions:
1. Does that message of judgment sound harsh to you? Do you believe it’s true?
2. What about this image of “chopping down” the unbeliever strikes you as unloving? 
3. What is comforting about the image of being baptized with the Spirit?
Harsh or not, it’s true, and John doesn’t back away from the Truth. Nor does he claim to have the power to do what he says. Instead, he points to the “one who comes after him,” one whose feet are too precious for his touch, and tells the whole audience simply, “Make room.”

MAKING IT REAL (10 minutes)
Being a big mouth is all about presenting the Truth to people. What we are really asking of them is to make room for God to move in their lives. We began tonight by talking about how we prepare for a visiting dignitary or celebrity. The truth is, we probably don’t have to worry about that. I don’t expect the President at my house any time soon. But Jesus is coming. As did John, we should cry out, “Make room for Jesus!” If we really believe that He will return, and if we really believe that He will judge us based on whether or not we’ve made room for Him, then that should affect how we speak up about Him.
You were asked to identify five people a few weeks ago, and then were challenged to pray for them, invite them, share your story with them, and then let God do the rest. 
• Do any of you have any first-hand accounts of how being a big mouth has paid off in your life?
This week, I want to challenge everyone to find someone and share with them that they need to make room for Jesus. I also want to challenge you to do some housecleaning of your own, and be sure that Jesus can really take up residence in you. 

If this month hasn’t been too good for you or your list of 5, perhaps it is because you really aren’t letting God control you. Maybe Jesus doesn’t really have room in your heart. I challenge you to search yourself this week, and not let this focus of being a big mouth wear off. The church has always been about sharing the Good News. Next week we’ll talk about where to go from here.

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes)



Housecleaning
For there to be room for Jesus, we may need to do some housecleaning. Jesus wants to be the most important one to us, the Lord of our lives. 
 
	
From the examples below, which one best describes your “house” as it is right now?
Where would you like to be a year from now?

Dump
Full of tons of discarded waste, unsightly and smelly, of use to nobody and just waiting to be hauled away.
Junkyard
Used and damaged goods, all over the place, but for the right price may be of some use to somebody, somewhere, someday.
Bedroom
Everything is there, but where? Someday, when absolutely necessary everything will be clean and in its place with room to move.
Department Store
Many nice looking things and plenty of specials, but overstocked and usually overcrowded. A good sale will help a lot.
Museum
Everything inside is neat and in order. There is no clutter and plenty of room, but a little cold and pretentious for some visitors.
Grocery store
Clean and bright with the fresh smell of tasty delights, filled with people of all kinds with a common purpose.
Kitchen
Warm, comfortable, clean and filled with joy, small enough for intimacy but with just enough room for whoever desires to enter.
 
After making your selection, share why you picked what you did with the other members of your group.
 
Additional Questions to Discuss
How would others who know you very well describe you?
If you are not yet where you want to be, how do you plan to get there.
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